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History of the Rotary Centennial Gardens 

The Rotary Centennial Gardens were established as a legacy project for 

the Rotary Club of Bracebridge in 2005 on the 100th anniversary of the 

establishment of Rotary International.  The motto of these beautiful pub-

lic gardens is prominently displayed on the entrance pavilion and reads 

“May these gardens lift the spirits of all who enter”. 

These public Gardens are located on grounds owned by the District Mu-

nicipality of Muskoka and leased to The Town of Bracebridge under a 50-

year land lease agreement. The Gardens showcasing a variety of plants 

including native species, sculptural elements, fountains and pathways are 

proudly managed by The Rotary Club of Bracebridge under a 50-year 

maintenance agreement with The Town of Bracebridge.  There is a strong 

partnership between the three parties with the common goal of main-

taining the RCG to the highest professional standards for years to come. 

The Rotary Centennial Gardens are an important anchor in the Pine 

Street Campus which is bookended by the District Municipality of Musko-

ka administrative building and these beautiful public gardens. Seniors 

residing in nearby residences and long term care home enjoy the close 

proximity of the Gardens and its many benefits.  

The Gardens provide the community with a place to participate in or host 

events, enjoy quiet retreats or sponsorship opportunities. 
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“May These Gardens Lift the Spirits of All Who Enter” 

Welcome to the first edition 

of the Gardens Gateway 

brought to you by the Rotary 

Gardens Committee. 

This newsletter, published 

seasonally will provide infor-

mation on upcoming events, 

opportunities and planned 

changes to this beautiful 

community space.  

The Gardens opens                 
Opportunities 

Go to page 6 for information 

on how you can become an 

active participant in the Gar-

dens.  



The Rotary 4-way 
Test ?   What does 
it mean? 

The 4-way test is the cor-

nerstone of everything a 

Rotarian says, thinks or 

does.  

The 4-way test is a set of 

4 questions that provide 

a simple checklist for eth-

ical behaviour.  Devel-

oped almost 90 years 

ago, this test remains 

extremely relevant, inclu-

sive, transcends genera-

tions and sees no bor-

ders.   

Rotarians have these 4 

questions in mind for 

every decision they make 

and interaction they 

have. 

 Is it the TRUTH? 

 Is it FAIR to all con-

cerned? 

 Will it BUILD GOOD-

WILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

 Will it be BENEFICIAL 

to all concerned? 

Canada Healthy Communities Initiative (CHCI) Grant 
Project 

In March, 2021 the Rotary Club of Bracebridge, Gardens Com-

mittee, which manages the community garden, applied for an ex-

citing federal government grant called “Canada Healthy Communi-

ties Initiative” (CHCI).  This initiative is targeted at improving and 

creating safe public spaces as we all emerge from the effects of 

Covid 19.  If approved. this funding could provide some exciting 

new additions for visitors to the Rotary Centennial Gardens. A con-

cept drawing showing the proposed additions is shown on the op-

posite page. 

If successful, the grant proposal submitted by the RCG committee 

will provide funding for: 

 Additional stamped concrete path to the edge of the property 

Accessibility is an important part of the community gar-

dens, assistive mobility devices will have greater access to 

easily transit into and throughout the Gardens and avoid 

any crowded work areas. 

Provides additional access for visitors entering from the 

rear doors of McVittie Place.  

 Installation of an accessible picnic table in a sunny area, along 

the new paved path 

 Two accessible raised garden beds 

These beds will be planted with a variety of species includ-

ing sensory plantings. 

 Installation of additional concrete pads, path and accessible 

picnic tables in the small picnic area 

 Provides increased capacity for physical distancing 

Results of the grant application are expected on or about May 14, 

2021.  Construction of the paved concrete paths is expected to 

take place from mid-August to early September, 2021. 

We are Keeping our Fingers Crossed! 
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Concept Drawing courtesy of PEL  - PInestone Engineering Ltd 

CHCI Project Concept Drawing 

Covid-19 Guidelines 

The RCG is an outdoor space where people from the community can 

enjoy  some exercise, walk their dog and take in all the gardens have to 

offer.  When visiting the Gardens during the pandemic: 

 All current Ontario Health Care Measures are in effect  

 Guidelines specific to Garden Workers and Sponsors are posted 

on the sheds in the work zone 

 Be aware that Benches, Shelters and Structures are not sanitized 

 Practice physical distancing of at least 2 metres and wear a mask 

when this is not possible 

 Wash hands often or use an alcohol based sanitizer 

 Stay home if you are feeling unwell 

 Avoid touching your face 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue or your sleeve 

Safety at the Gardens 

General Safety Regulations 

For your own safety and for the safety of others, the following 
regulations are in effect at the Gardens: 

 Bicycles must be walked on paved pathways (Children on 
tricycles exempt). 

 Motorized vehicles are prohibited (Assistive mobility de-
vice exempt but should exercise care). 

 Dogs must be leashed and kept on pathways. 

 Stoop and Scoop-clean up after your pets. 

 
 

☺ Thank you for keeping the gardens safe and healthy.  



4 

GRACE IN THE GARDENS Rotary Centennial Gardens is intended to be a 

beautiful place for the whole community to enjoy.   
 

Rotary ideals promote truth, fairness, goodwill, 

friendship and endeavor to be beneficial to all 

involved. These ideals are also expectations for all 

who enter the gardens.  
 

All visitors, sponsors and independent contractors 

are expected to exemplify respect for all people, 

places and things in the Gardens. An atmosphere 

of grace in the gardens inspires its refreshing and 

restorative benefits. 

  Who Works in the Gardens? 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

As in past years, a contracted worker, paid by the Rotary Club will have an assigned list of 

maintenance tasks to help with the Gardens upkeep and health. Rene Mast did great work in 

the Gardens in the summer of 2020 and will be returning this year starting in April.  Give him a 

wave when you see him.  He will be working hard beautifying the Gardens between 8 to 16 

hours per week. 

FRIENDS OF THE ROTARY GARDENS 

“Friends of the Rotary Gardens” is a new group being established 

made up of volunteers who will perform light maintenance work in 

the public spaces on a weekly basis. Each week 10-12 Friends will be 

in the Gardens working and then enjoying a social time afterward. 

(Covid 19 restrictions permitting).  

If you are interested in joining this volunteer group, please contact 

Peter Rickard at -705-645-7508 

SPONSORS 

Garden plots are available to individuals, families or businesses for sponsorship. These plots are 

planted and maintained by the individual sponsors.  

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact Bob Jacob at 705-646-0129  



Special Garden        
Tributes 

On your next stroll through 

the gardens, take a moment 

to find the special tributes 

within.  Here are just a few: 

The Entrance Pavilion hon-

ours Frank Miller. It bears a 

plaque outlining  his many 

years as a committed Rotar-

ian and his service to the 

community through various 

government positions in-

cluding Premier of Ontario. 

The Entertainment Pavilion 

is dedicated to Glen and 

Etheleyn Coates. Glen was a 

devoted Rotarian who 

served as Mayor and on 

various  boards and associa-

tions committed to commu-

nity development and pro-

jects. 

William E. Towns, served 

his community and as a 

proud Rotarian from 1948 

until his death in 2020. Find 

a bench mentioning his 

name with special meaning 

to the garden site.  

A fountain near the en-

trance pavilion recognizes 

past Club President and  

past Rotary District 7010 

Governor, Sean Kelly. Sean 

loved animals and nature, 

so the water dish at the 

bottom is an especially 

fitting tribute. 

Watch for more highlight-

ed tributes in upcoming 

issues of Gardens Gateway. 

New Private Working Area 

Most public gardens have private areas accessible to gar-

den staff for use in the preparation of materials, soils and 

plantings.  In keeping with this, the RCG committee has 

decided to establish the patio potting area and adjoining sheds as a 

private working area designated for use by Rotary volunteers, paid 

contractors, sponsors and for deliveries only.  These areas, including 

all materials, water, elec-

tricity and storage are for 

the exclusive use of those 

listed above. 

This area will include: 

• Garden Sheds 

• Equipment 

• Mulch and Soil 

• Supplies 

• Potting Area/Tables 

Garden friendly barriers 

and signage will be in-

stalled to further define this protected area.  

Isolating this area from traffic and congestion protects all workers in 

it.  It allows for clear and safe movement, space for appropriate dis-

tancing and ease of access to materials and buildings. 

Rotarians appreciate your understanding in regard to these guide-

lines and worker safety. 

For more information on Gardens Safety see page - 3 
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 There are 1.2 million Rotary members 

worldwide in over 35,000 clubs 

 Rotarians are People of Action 

  Rotary International motto is “Service Above Self” 

DID YOU KNOW? 



 

The Rotary Centennial Gardens 

are  for the entire community 

to enjoy. Come alone or bring 

a friend, a senior, a child or the 

whole family. Enjoy a leisurely 

stroll, pause on one of the 

many benches, relax in the 

meditation area, take in an 

event at the entertainment 

pavilion or get ideas for your 

own  garden. The Gardens are 

yours to discover the many treasures within. 

Prefer more of a hands on approach?  Well this is the right place to find that 

too.  Give us a call (contact information is in the sidebar) and we will help 

you help your Gardens. Here’s how: 

Sponsorship - Are you, your business, someone you know or your whole 

family interested in beautifying one of the garden beds at RCG? Various sizes 

are available free of charge to approved applicants. Applications are open to 

amateurs and professionals alike. You can create and maintain your own 

garden plan for approval by our design team or tend one of our existing gar-

den beds. If you are interested in becoming a garden sponsor or want more 

information about sponsorship, please contact Bob Jacob. 

Friends of the Garden - This new group of volunteers perform weekly light 

maintenance at the Gardens. The work session is followed by a social time 

offering refreshments and fellowship while enjoying all the Gardens have to 

offer. (Health Restrictions permitting). If you are interested in learning more 

about this new group or joining, contact Peter or Jan Rickard.  

Seasonal Volunteers - There are always additional garden chores at the start 

and end of each gardening season.  If you would be interested in volunteer-

ing to help with seasonal preparation and cleanup, please contact Bob Jacob. 

Purchase a RCG hat and/or garden gloves - Let everyone know you are a 

proud Rotary Centennial Gardens supporter.  Please contact Bob Jacob to 

purchase awesome garden wearables. 

Donate - Financial donations are always welcome and can be made in the 

following ways: 

 Purchase tickets for the Rotary Draws which provide funding for the 

many projects Rotary supports 

 Get in on the excitement of Chase the Ace (currently paused due to 

health restrictions) 

 Click on the Donate Now button on the Rotary Club of Bracebridge web-

site at:  https://portal.clubrunner.ca/189  

Your Gardens to Enjoy 
Rotary Centennial Gardens 
Contact Information 

RCG COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Linda Brouillette 

705-645-6724 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

Bob Jacob 

705-646-0129 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND    
OUTREACH 

FRIENDS OF RCG group 

Peter and Jan Rickard 

705-645-7508 

Rotary Club of Bracebridge 

131 Wellington Street 

PO Box 1140 

Bracebridge, ON 

P1L 1V3 
 

Phone: 705-646-7010 

 

 

For more information about 

the Rotary Club of Brace-

bridge and their projects go 

to: 

 https://portal.clubrunner.ca/189 

Or Follow  Rotary 

Club of Bracebridge 

on FaceBook 

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/189/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/189/
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/189

